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February 3, 2011 

The Honorable Tom Casperson 
Michigan Senate 
State Capitol Building 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 

Subject: New Proposal for International Bridge Crossing 

Dear Senator Casperson: 

I am writing on behalf of Cliffs Natural Resources to bring to your attention Cliffs’ support for 
the new proposal for an international bridge crossing of the Detroit River. Please be aware that 
Cliffs Natural Resources fully supports this project and believes that construction of the 
international bridge will contribute to keeping Michigan, and the domestic manufacturing 
industry, competitive at a national and international level. 

Cliffs Natural Resources is an international mining and natural resources company and the 
largest producer of iron ore pellets in North America. Cliffs is proud to provide over 1,500 
family-sustaining jobs in the state. We support the construction of a new international bridge 
crossing to encourage job creation in Michigan, to support the domestic manufacturing industry, 
and to promote free commerce between an important international trading partner. 

You may be aware that Cliffs’ operations in the state were temporarily running at reduced 
capacity due to national economic conditions, and particularly those affecting heavy 
manufacturing. As a direct supplier to the domestic steel industry, whose customers include 
heavy manufacturers, Cliffs Natural Resources supports efforts to make one of the largest sectors 
of our economy more competitive. When the economy recovers, Michigan must be well 
positioned to play a leading role in North American manufacturing and trade - or others will. 

Cliffs Natural Resources operates in both the United States and Canada, and our business 
involves transport of millions of tons of raw materials annually. Consequently, Cliffs supports 
efforts to make Michigan’s transportation and international crossing capacity to be more 
competitive. Support for a new international bridge crossing is consistent with moving 
American product into North American commerce. 
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Cliffs is proud to be a contributor to Michigan’s economy for over 160 years. We look forward 
to continue to operate in this State and are pleased to lend our support to projects that encourage 
economic growth and job creation. Our company is mindful that leading manufacturers in the 
state believe that completion of the new international bridge crossing represents an important 
economic development tool. Cliffs Natural Resources does as well and commends your efforts to 
help move this project forward. We look forward to working with you and the new 
administration on reinventing Michigan. 

Sincerely, 

/ Iana W. Byrne / 
Vice President - Government & Public Affairs 

cc. 	State Representative Frank Foster, District 107 
State Representative Mart Huuki, District 110 
State Representative Steven Lindberg, District 109 
State Representative Ed McBroom, District 108 
State Senator Howard Walker, District 37 


