
A NEW BRIDGE TO CANADA 
WILL CREATE JOBS, ATTRACT BUSINESSES 
 
The International Union of Operating Engineers strongly supports Governor Snyder’s plan to build a new 
international bridge while leveraging $2 billion in much-needed federal road funds. Business and labor 
leaders all agree that this plan will create much-needed Michigan jobs for workers from across the state 
and help jumpstart our struggling economy, all while placing no strain on the state budget. 
 
Skilled Michigan workers are trained and ready to build the bridge 
IUOE Local 324 members are trained, skilled and ready to build the bridge. Our members receive 
classroom and field training — including specialized bridge-building skills — at IUOE’s state-of-the-art, 
515-acre training center in Howell, which is funded entirely by members to the tune of $4 million a year. 
Investing in our own training is part of the culture of our organization and a key cornerstone of the proud 
history of IUOE. IUOE Local 324 and the rest of the trades have trained a strong workforce so that there 
are enough Michigan workers to supply labor demands. This means not one worker will need to come 
from out-of-state. 
 
Creating jobs for Michiganders from every county 
Building a new international bridge will create 10,000 direct Michigan jobs and nearly 30,000 more spin-
off jobs. These jobs will come from every county in Michigan — not just Metro Detroit. The Kennecott 
mine project in the U.P., for example, drew workers from as far away as Monroe County. This all means 
thousands upon thousands of middle-class workers spending their paychecks at local restaurants, 
hardware stores and supermarkets throughout our state, helping to jumpstart Michigan’s economy. 
 
Furthermore, the new bridge will strengthen Michigan’s role as an international hub for trade and 
commerce. Michigan is in competition with other states, and it’s not a competition we can afford to lose. 
Buffalo, N.Y., is looking to build an additional bridge to increase its international trade capacity. Unless 
Michigan takes action now, our state will lose jobs and investments to other states, as the logistics 
industry is extremely sensitive to the bottlenecks that are created by a lack of adequate bridge crossings.  
 
Added incentive 
Governor Snyder’s innovative deal smartly leverages the $550 million from Canada toward $2 billion in 
federal matching funds that can be applied to fixing Michigan’s crumbling infrastructure. According to 
the Federal Highway Administration, each $1 billion investment supports 30,000 jobs — that means this 
deal will create 60,000 jobs, on top of bridge-related jobs.  
 
In addition, high-quality infrastructure will attract more businesses to Michigan. The quality of a state’s 
transportation infrastructure is a top factor that businesses look at when deciding where to locate, 
according to recent surveys by Site Selection Magazine. Corporate real estate executives ranked 
transportation infrastructure as more important than tax rates, tax incentives, and prices and building 
supplies.  
 
Unless we take action now, businesses will continue to bypass Michigan and invest in states with superior 
infrastructure. 
 

 

WE BUILD, WE OPERATE, WE MAINTAIN 

 

The International Union of Operating Engineers Local 324 represents about 17,000 Michigan workers who build, operate 
and maintain Michigan’s buildings, power plants, schools, roads and bridges. The union is dedicated to working with the 
business community to create jobs and build a stronger future for Michigan. 


