
 
 
 

Build the DRIC Now! 
 
Top Ten Quotes Responding to Governor Rick Snyder’s State of the 
State Remarks Regarding the Detroit River International Crossing 

 
Following Governor Rick Snyder’s State of the State Address many business, community, and 
labor leaders expressed their for support the proposed Detroit River International Crossing 
(DRIC) and the impact it will have on Michigan. Below you can find what leaders are saying 
about DRIC. 
 

1. “If we all don't stand together behind the DRIC project now, we will all be standing in 
Buffalo in a few years watching them cut a ribbon on their new bridge to Canada." 

 
– Brooks Patterson, Oakland County Executive 

 
2. “In terms of the DRIC, it was very clever that he was able to cut the deal to get the match 

money for the federal projects in Michigan. It’s going to make it a challenge for the 
Republican caucus to be opposed to this. He’s only been in office 19 days, but I’m 
encouraged that the first speech was about economic development.” 

 
 “It's very good news. It shows his commitment to a global economy and his commitment 
 to jobs.” 
 

– Robert Ficano, Wayne County Executive 
 

3. "Construction of the DRIC will bring up to 10,000 jobs and further establish Detroit as an 
international trade hub. We can't afford further delays or political posturing on a project 
so critical to our economic future." 

 
– Detroit Mayor Dave Bing 

 
4. "It's easy to say ideologically that the DRIC helps the entire state, not just the Detroit 

region, but finding a way to link the bridge funds to all highway projects really made (the 
bridge) relevant for everyone in Michigan." 

 
– Sandy K. Baruah, Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce 

 
5. "Canada is Michigan's largest export destination, as well as its closest trade partner. The 

new bridge will increase border-crossing capacity and enhance trade at the busiest 
commercial land border crossing in North America." 

 
– Chuck Strahl, Canadian Minister of Transport 

 



6. “A new bridge between the U.S. and Canada is critical for the future of Michigan. I urge 
the Michigan legislature to move forward as soon as possible with legislation authorizing 
Michigan's role." 

 
– John Rakolta Jr., Chairman and CEO, Walbridge 

 
7. “I think it, in the short and medium term, is the most important jobs project we have in 

Michigan.” 
 

– Governor James Blanchard 
 

8. “I’m extremely happy he decided to make this a priority,” she said. “Happy he made it 
part of his State of the State address.” The project could potentially create as many as 
40,000 construction jobs and generate community investment in Delray, one of the 
poorest areas of Detroit.” 

 
– Representative Rashida Tlaib 

 
9. “This is excellent news and I’m extremely pleased Governor Snyder has decided to make 

DRIC a priority for his administration. The prospects of getting the DRIC plan approved 
in the next few months are considerably strong today than they were yesterday.” 

 
 "There is still a lot of work to be done to get this through the House and Senate and OTA 
 will continue to do everything in our power to help get DRIC through the Michigan 
 legislative process. But having the governor’s strong leadership hopefully will carry the 
 day. While we're taking nothing for granted, we're very optimistic about the future of 
 DRIC." 
 

– David Bradley, Ontario Trucking Association 
 

10. “This is a really good day for Windsor and Essex, this is very clearly in the public 
interest. The numbers are clear and unequivocal that we need a second border crossing. 
The opponents of this will try to put legal roadblocks in the way. They've tried up until 
now and have winded up in jail as a result. But I believe the next step is to build the 
bridge.” 

 
– Dwight Duncan, Provincial Finance Minister 

 
The following quote can be attributed to Governor Rick Snyder in a follow up interview on WJR. 
 
"It's going to be an open and competitive process. It's very much a business kind of deal. It's a 
large limited partnership and a public-private partnership. It's a big real estate deal. That's really 
what it is -- to benefit international trade and to benefit our state." 
 
– Governor Rick Snyder 
 
All of this information and more can be found at www.BuildtheDRICNow.com 


